
AP English Language and Composition Syllabus
Mr. Silvers
Room 223
sean_silvers@dpsk12.org (Parent Questions) or ssilver@dpsk12.net (Student Questions)

http://ssilvers.tjspartans.org/ (Web Page)

“Reading without reflecting is like eating without digesting.” –Edmund Burke

“Learning without thought is labor lost; thought without learning is perilous.” –Confucius

“We live in a world where competition is universally present.  You’re not competing only against your neighbor or 
classmate, now you have to compete with people in China or India.  The only way to make it in this kind of world is to 
think globally.  English classes provide the tools that allow you to do just that:  to think critically, to understand cultural 
perspectives, to look at the big picture, and, ultimately, to succeed.”—Ankur Bajaj 

Digital Materials:
 
https://schoology.dpsk12.org/ (You will need to log into Schoology to access digital assignments and check grades)
 
https://myap.collegeboard.org/login (will be used for checkpoints)
 
http://classroom.google.com (Maybe used for some assignments; see instructions below)
 
https://www.turnitin.com/ (Instructions will be posted online)
 
https://www.activelylearn.com/ (use school Google/Gmail account to sign in)

General Course Description
AP Language is a course designed to increase each student’s ability to think globally, communicate logically and 

effectively, and increase his/her insight into the human condition.  In pursuit of these goals, we will study a curriculum of 
multi-cultural American literature, composition skills, speaking and listening skills, usage skills, and vocabulary 
development.  Students will also prepare for the Advanced Placement Examination in Language and Composition through
a variety of activities.

The AP Student
Attributes of a student who will be successful in AP include:

1. Accepting without complaint any and all course work assigned by the teacher.
2. Learning independently as well as cooperatively.
3. Being more concerned with learning than the grade received.
4. Having a high mastery of content level skills prior to beginning the course.
5. Behaving maturely.
6. Observing all deadlines.
7. Accepting responsibility.

College Board’s My AP Digital Platform:

This year, College Board has made many changes to AP courses and exams. As part of these changes, they have created a 
new digital platform for students to access class and exam resources, score reports, and digital portfolios. Students will log
into the My AP platform using their user name and password from previous AP tests or the PSAT or SAT. The address for
the site is myap.collegeboard.org. We will take time as a class to set up this account for students. Please note, the deadline
for signing up to take the test is in early November this year. All students should plan on signing up for the exam and 
paying the appropriate fees at this time. More information will be given as we approach the deadline.

https://schoology.dpsk12.org/
https://www.activelylearn.com/
https://www.turnitin.com/
http://classroom.google.com/
https://myap.collegeboard.org/login


Course Objectives
1. To examine diverse ideas, cultures, people, and ways of life
2. To increase ability to read, comprehend, and analyze material of increasing complexity
3. To develop oral and written communications skills, demonstrating clear and logical thinking
4. To enlarge reading, writing and speaking vocabularies
5. To improve test-taking skills
6. To further develop research skills by synthesizing multiple perspectives
7. To participate effectively in cooperative learning 

Units of Study

1. Culture and Perspective
2. Issues of Justice
3. Classic Styles Analysis
4. Synthesis

In addition to the above list, various essays, articles, speeches, and visuals will be used. Also, every month a student 
should be reading and completing article of the month assignment. A brief one page assignment will be due at the end of 
each month on the article for that month.

Writing
Students will study and practice the modes of writing:  narration, description, exposition, and argumentation.  

They will also continue to search for authentic voice, expand stylistic techniques, and refine grammatical and writing 
skills.  

AP Preparation
AP Language will train students to become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and

rhetorical contexts.  The course will also give them the practice and helpful criticism necessary to make them flexible 
writers.  Both their reading and their writing should make them aware of the interaction between authorial purpose, 
audience needs, the subject itself, generic conventions, and the resources of language.  The work will benefit students 
taking the AP exam and continuing on to college, but all students enrolled in the class must complete the work.

Materials Needed
3-ring binder (2”), composition notebook, paper, pens (black or blue ink), pencils, highlighters, and sticky notes
Chromebook
Students must bring texts and other materials to class daily.
Students should keep a copy of all essays handed out in class.

Grading Policy
     Grading is on a points based system
  93-100 A, 90-92 A-, 87-88 B+, 83-86 B, 80-82 B-, 77-79 C+, 70-72 C-, 60-69 D, 45-59 F

 Missing work will be given a score of 45% until turned in for late credit.
 Semester grades are formulated using a continuous point model for the whole semester. This is a college level 

class and the grading should reflect that atmosphere.
 Grades will be 80% Skills and 20% Practice

Late Work/COVID policy:
 Process Assignments: all process assignments are due on Sunday 5:00 PM for full credit—after that, not 

accepted. Case by case basis assigning makeup or recovery assignments (not the same late assignments). 
Language “expected to follow due dates (not necessarily Sunday, could be that a Monday assignment is expected 
to be completed by Wednesday) but Sunday is the last possible day to turn process assignments in…”

 Product Assignments are due on the date assigned. Late submission of a full completion will result in a minimum
60% passing grade, provided they would have earned a passing grade. Assignments that would not normally 
receive a passing grade will not be given a 60%.

In the case of COVID:



For students directly impacted by COVID teachers will communicate with the counselor for support, work with 
students to plan out how to make up product assignments, and exempt/excuse process assignments.

Digital Citizenship

Students Will

 Uphold all Spartan Values at all times

 Maintain strong Digital Citizenship: “The responsible use of technology by anyone who uses computers, the 
Internet, and digital devices to engage with society on any level.” We must act responsibly when using 
Chromebooks, other digital tools, and when interacting with others online. No cyberbullying or other 
inappropriate online conduct will be tolerated.

 Be a full participant in their online learning opportunities

 Participate in restorative conversations, as needed

 Be school appropriate and respectful when engaging in interactive groups, breakout sessions, and chats when 
assigned by the teacher

 Advocate for their success in every class

 Follow all regular TJ classroom expectations and school rules. See the Conduct/Discipline section in your Student
Handbook

Teachers Will

 Acknowledge and encourage student behavior through our school-wide positive interventions

 Utilize Schoology features to help maximize the learning environment

 Record and save all live sessions including video, audio, & chat

 Refer to the Remote Learning Behavior Intervention Flowchart to address Type 1 behaviors

 Communicate to the SET if behavioral issues arise

 Participate in restorative conversations, as needed

 Continue to demonstrate flexibility, understanding the unique context of our situation 

Classroom Management
Students are expected to behave appropriately in class and follow all school rules as detailed in the Student 

Handbook.  Parents will be contacted as soon as possible concerning serious discipline problems.  It is expected that a 
serious and positive learning environment will encourage students to be responsible for themselves and for their work.  It 
is also expected that a student-centered classroom with active participation by and interactions among students and the 
teacher will be consistently achieved.

Students must be on time to class.  This is a matter of respect for fellow classmates and the instructor.
No cell phone use is permitted during class unless permission is given.

Policy on Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the use of the words, facts, ideas, or opinions of someone else without a specific acknowledgment of

their source.  It is the attempt—deliberate or unintentional—to pass off as one’s own what in fact has been borrowed.  To 
fail to indicate sources of information and/or to fail to identify them constitutes plagiarism.  Any work which has been 
plagiarized will receive a 0 and the student will will have a chance to redo the assignment for a grade no higher than 59%. 
An honor code violation will be placed in the student’s permanent file.  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be 
tolerated.

Google Classroom/Docs

For many of your assignments, you will need to use Google's suite of Apps for Education. Denver Public Schools utilizes 
Google's suite as they ensure your privacy and protect personal information as required by the Federal law.

Google Apps for Education work best when viewed in a Chrome Browser. You can use Firefox, but it will not work in 
explorer. The information below will guide you through activating your Gmail account and accessing Google Drive and 
Google Classroom. I would HIGHLY suggest bookmarking the links in each section for ease of access during the year.



DPS Gmail

 The simplest way to access your Gmail account is through the following URL: googlemail.dpsk12.net

 Once there, you will be prompted to enter your DPS Student ID Number and your password.

o This is the same login you use to access Infinite Campus. 

o Passwords are defaulted to your birthday (mmddyyyy). Please change your password to avoid being 

hacked.

 Once logged in, you have access to your Gmail Account which functions as any other Gmail Account.

 Signing into your DPS Gmail Account is the first step to accessing any of the other Google Applications.

 Check your email frequently! Classroom updates and announcements will be delivered straight to your inbox

Google Classroom

Classroom is Google's learning management tool, meaning that it allows for simple digital distribution and collection of 
announcements and assignments. We will be using Classroom for most homework assignments, many group projects, and 
all formal performance assessments.

Classroom is a private space which can only be accessed while you are signed into your DPS Gmail Account. 

Once signed in, open a second window and access the following URL: classroom.google.com

 Each of my classes has a different access code to join the class. Please refer to your class period below for your 

code.

myap.collegeboard.org

My AP    Period 3 Join Code: DZM4DA
   Period 4 Join Code: LYLY3Z 

All your files accessible from anywhere!

 Your DPS Gmail Account gives you access to Google Drive, online file storage (i.e. cloud-based)

 Access drive at: drive.google.com

 All of your digital work for English class will be stored on the Drive so that it is easily accessible to you from 

home, school, or mobile device.

o The Drive will store any type of file, although using Google Docs is recommended

http://drive.google.com/
http://classroom.google.com/
http://googlemail.dpsk12.net/
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